ATT Working Group Meetings
Geneva March 2026
Australia - Intervention on Gender 
Working Group on Effective Treaty Implementation (WEGTI)
Agenda item 4: The risk of conventional arms being used for GBV or VAWC in Sub-working group on current and emerging implementation issues.

Distinguished colleagues,

Thank you for the opportunity to share Australia’s perspective. At the outset I would like to thank the South African presidency, the French Working Group Chair and the Secretariat.

As we have already heard from others today, the Arms Trade Treaty (ATT) was groundbreaking as the first legally binding treaty to recognise the links between the arms trade and gender‑based violence (GBV). 

Australia welcomes the continued focus on practical implementation of Article 7(4). It remains central to our collective efforts to prevent and reduce gender‑based violence.

When assessing relevant proposed exports, Australia evaluates the risk that an item could be used to commit or facilitate gender‑based violence or serious acts of violence against women and children. To make these assessments, we draw on a wide range of information sources, including open‑source reporting, our overseas network, briefings from international partners, NGOs and individuals, and intelligence. 

As we have emphasised previously, coordinated action across multiple government agencies is essential for effective ATT implementation. 

Australia also encourages continued development of practical and accessible resources to support States Parties in implementing this important obligation. We support the proposed integration of the flowchart that was on screen earlier into the Voluntary Guide. It is a useful tool to assist export permit assessment officers.

Australia welcomes the appointment of Mexico, Spain and Togo as the Gender Focal Points of the ATT. We appreciate their efforts to promote gender, diversity and inclusion within the treaty. We welcome what we have heard today from the Focal Points on your intentions for the gender workplan. We are pleased to see growing attention to gender issues within the ATT – both in participation and in strengthening gender‑sensitive analysis.

Australia’s commitment to advancing gender equality is also reflected in our broader engagement with the Women, Peace and Security agenda. Our National Action Plan on Women, Peace and Security guides a whole‑of‑government approach to reducing harmful gender norms, preventing sexual and gender‑based violence, increasing safety and access to justice, and supporting women’s participation and leadership in decision‑making processes.

We were proud to host an International Women’s Day Breakfast on 11 March, which brought together the disarmament community for a productive discussion on the WPS agenda and its links to international security, mine action and peacebuilding. The event enabled valuable exchanges on effective ways to advance gender equality, from policy development to practical implementation.

Facilitator, distinguished colleagues, thank you once again for the opportunity to contribute. Australia looks forward to working with you to advance gender‑responsive implementation of the ATT and to strengthen our shared commitment to preventing gender‑based violence.

Thank you.
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